
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

1. God’s Glorious Gospel 

Read Romans 1:1-7 

Paul, the Messenger of God’s gospel.  
1. Read Acts 9:1-22 and discuss what Paul means when he says that he is a servant of Jesus 

Christ, called to be an Apostle and set apart for the gospel of God. 
 

2. Discuss what you would say to someone who says, “I like Jesus’ teaching but I have a few 
problems with Paul”? How can you be sure that what Paul says is reliable? 

 
3. What are the implications of the fact that the gospel is ‘God’s gospel’? 

 
Jesus, the Content of God’s gospel. 

4. What is the gospel all about? What’s the big deal about Jesus being a descendent of 
David? Hint: see 2 Samuel 7:12-17 

 
5. How can we be absolutely sure that Jesus really is the Son of God according to verse 4? 

 
6. Summarise the gospel by explaining these four words, ‘Jesus Christ our Lord’, in your own 

words. 
 
Obedience, the call of God’s gospel. 

7. According to verse 5, what is the proper response to the gospel? What would you say to 
someone who says, “I know I’m saved because I believe the gospel” even though their 
lives haven’t changed much? Hint: see James 2:14-17 

 
All nations, the target of God’s gospel. 

8. In verse 5, Paul says that God’s gospel is for ‘all nations’. Discuss how Christianity is both 
the most exclusive belief and the most inclusive belief at the same time. 

 
Grace and peace, the benefits of God’s gospel. 

9. Explain in your own words what ‘grace’ and ‘peace’ mean.  
 

10. As a Church, to what extent do you think we are (or aren’t) gospel focused? Where can 
we as a church grow and become more gospel focused? 

 



Leaders Notes 
This is the first study in the book of Romans. Perhaps spend some time as a Growth Group asking God 

to open up this letter to His whole church. Pray that some will be converted through studying 

this letter and that Christians will grow in their faith and love for Jesus. 

1. I know the Acts 9 reading is long, but it’s a great event that Christians need to be reminded of. 

Jesus appeared and commissioned Paul at other times too, but Acts 9 is a great place to see all 

this. Paul became a ‘servant of Christ Jesus’ – he falls down at Jesus’ feet and says, ‘Who are you 

Lord?’ Paul was forced by Jesus to bow the knee and place himself at His service. Then Jesus 

commands Paul to go into the city and ‘you will be told what you are to do’. From that moment 

on, Paul’s life is not his own. He is a slave of the Risen Jesus Christ. Paul is also ‘called to be an 

Apostle’, as Jesus makes clear to Ananias in Acts 9:15. Paul is ‘set apart’ by Jesus for the gospel, 

which means this will be the whole purpose of his life. This is what Paul immediately begins to 

do in Acts 9:19-22. Paul will even suffer for the gospel, as it says in Acts 9:16. (Ultimately, he will 

die for the gospel too, probably beheaded during the reign of the Emperor Nero.) 

2. What Paul says, Jesus says. That’s what ‘Apostle’ means. Someone who is an authorised 

spokesman. What Jesus says, Paul says. Paul and Jesus say one thing. And, to be sure of this, we 

can check whatever Paul says against the Old Testament which is what verse 2 means. The Bible 

says one thing. Of course people who don’t like the Bible try and divorce what Jesus and Paul 

say but the Bible does not allow this. Its all or nothing, take it or leave it. (In 1 Corinthians 14:37, 

Paul says that the true test of spirituality is that someone acknowledges that what he says is 

what Jesus says.)  

3. The gospel comes from God and belongs to God and therefore it can’t be tweaked, updated, 

revised, added to or subtracted from. It has God’s full authority behind it. As we will see later, it 

is even described as ‘the power of God’. 

4. It is so important to grasp that the gospel is all about Jesus – who He is and what He has done. 

Everything else is less important than this – even if its true. The fact that Jesus is a descendent 

of David means that He is the carrier of all God’s promises. All God’s promises, some of which 

are clearly set out in 2 Samuel 7, come true in Jesus. 

5. The physical resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the rock solid proof that the gospel is 

true and that Jesus really is the Son of God. Christianity, unlike almost all religions, invites you to 

examine its claims and test and see that it is true. (But of course, even if you can prove 

Christianity is true, it does not mean that someone will be persuaded. That’s because we 

believe with our hearts, not just our minds, and until the Holy Spirit changes our hearts, we will 

never believe the gospel.) 

6. Jesus = a first Century Jewish carpenter who was born of Mary in a town called Bethlehem, had 

brothers and sisters, grew up in Nazareth and ended up being crucified under the Roman 

governor Pontius Pilate. Christ = the One whom God promised through the prophets in the Old 

Testament was going to come and fix the whole world by ruling over it. Lord = God. He is Divine, 

the Creator of all things. Our = the sweetest thing is that we have an interest in Him. He is not 

distant and isolated but His people are united to Him by faith and all that He is, and all that He 

has done, is for us! He belongs to us and we belong to Him (see Romans 1:6!) 

7. The way to be saved is to obey the Lord Jesus Christ of whom the gospel speaks. To believe 

without changing is not true belief. Some people have called this attitude, ‘easy believism’. It’s 

the mistaken idea that just believing in Jesus is enough to make you a Christian. Yes, the Bible 

often says ‘just believe and you’ll be saved.’ However, what the Bible means by ‘believe’ is often 

not what we mean. We often think ‘believe’ means ‘agree’ or ‘concur’. Actually, as the passage 

in James shows us, ‘believe’ in the Bible means an entire character overhaul. We turn from 

ourselves to God. Our belief is always accompanied by growing to become like Christ. Yes, we 



always still sin. But we grow and grow and hate our sin more and more. We are always making 

progress, sometimes very slow and sometimes quite fast – or rather, medium paced. It’s never 

as fast as we’d like! But there is always progress. Not perfection, just progress. 

8. Christianity is exclusive. It is the ONLY way to be saved. It is the ONLY spiritual truth. It is the 

ONLY Word of God. There is no salvation anywhere outside of Jesus Christ. Period. But, 

Christianity is inclusive. It is for everyone. Every single human being is invited – no, more than 

invited, pleaded with, to turn to Jesus Christ. And Jesus will accept anyone and everyone, no 

matter how bad. Satan is such a good liar. Our deceived liberal society thinks that other 

religions are more tolerant and open than Christianity. But, other religions exclude people far 

worse than Christianity. In other religions God accepts those who are good, or those who pray a 

lot, or those who obey the rules, or those who do this and that… but Jesus will accept anyone 

and everyone who comes to Him – without exception. No matter how bad or useless. 

9. Grace = God giving us everything that Jesus deserves and we don’t deserve. Peace = means 

everything that comes with being in a covenant relationship with God. We will be looking at 

both of these terms more as we go through the book. 

10. Up to the Growth Group. 

 


