
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

5. When it comes to judgement, race is irrelevant 

Read Romans 2:17 – 3:9 

 
1. According to verse 17-20, what great advantage did the Jewish people have over 

every other race on earth? Hint: see 3:1-2.  
 

2. How did the Jewish people blow this advantage according to verse 21-24? What is 
the valuable lesson for us? 

 
3. In order to understand Paul’s argument in verse 25-29, read Genesis 17:1-14. What 

did circumcision mean for the Jewish people? 
 

4. Paul says something weird in verse 26: he says your circumcision can be reversed! In 
what circumstances will God no longer consider a Jewish person as being Jewish 
according to verse 25-27? 

 
5. Following on from the previous question, who really is Jewish according to verse 

28-29? What would you say to someone who thinks that the modern state of Israel 
is somehow special to God?  

 
6. Read Romans 3:1-8. But if God is going to judge Jewish people – how can He still be 

called faithful since He made so many promises to Israel in the Old Testament? 
Hint: see Ezekiel 18:30 and Ezekiel 33:17-20. 

 
7. So, when it comes to race, the Jewish people were different because they had a great 

advantage: God’s law and the covenant. In what way is every human being – though 
we are all different – exactly equal according to verse 9? 

 
8. If God is faithful and just to judge every single human being irrespective of race, 

how will anyone be saved from God’s judgement? 
 

 

 

 

 



Leaders Notes 
1. The great advantage of the Jewish race is that God entrusted His word, His law, to them. They 

looked after that law very carefully. They carried it around in a special box called the Ark. Their 

scribes learnt it off by heart, and they would make copies with the most meticulous care. 

2. They disobeyed the law that God entrusted to them. The lesson for us is that just because we 

believe the Bible, just because we know the Bible, and just because we are in a Bible teaching 

church, does not mean that we are not going to face God’s judgement. It is obeying the Bible 

that counts, not knowing the Bible. Every one of us disobey God’s word regularly – even though 

we know very well that disobedience leads to judgement. 

3. Circumcision was a sign of God’s covenant. It meant that you were part of God’s covenant 

people – you belonged to Him. Anyone who wasn’t circumcised was ‘cut off’ (a deliberate pun 

in the Bible) from God’s people. 

4. Just because you call yourself Jewish, and just because you have physically descended from 

Abraham and just because you are circumcised does not mean you are Jewish! God decides 

who is Jewish. The Bible is clear, those who break the covenant are no longer Jewish in God’s 

eyes. 

5. A real Jew is someone who is circumcised in the heart by the Holy Spirit. The one whom God 

praises not who man praises. (‘praise’ is a pun on the root of the word ‘Jew’ which comes from 

Judah which means ‘praise’.) Some Christians think the modern state of Israel is somehow 

special to God because they are ‘Jewish’ or because they are ‘Israel’. This passage of the Bible 

makes is so clear that they are neither Jewish nor are they Israel according to God. The state of 

Israel today is no more special to God than Lesotho or Botswana or Australia. If I was talking to 

someone who thinks Israel is special today I would ask them, ‘On what basis do you think they 

are Israel – because they call themselves that? Because they are descendants of Abraham?’ 

Then I would show them that the Bible specifically says that those things don’t make you Israel 

or Jewish. 

6. The answer is that we forget that God also promised to judge Israel if they broke the covenant. 

God is faithful to ALL His promises, the promises to save and the promises to judge. After 

warning Israel for century after century through the prophets God’s judgement fell on the 

nation in AD70 where the Temple was destroyed and as individuals – just like Gentiles – they 

will appear before the judgement seat of God. God is faithful and just to judge. 

7. Everyone is under the dominion and rule of sin and therefore, under God’s wrath – as Paul 

began the whole argument in chapter 1:18. 

8. The aim of this kind of question is to get the GG to learn to share the good news of Jesus Christ 

in their own words. And its not just about practice, its about encouragement. As we speak out 

the gospel to each other, great comfort and encouragement follows. You may want to point 

them to 1 John 1 where the exact words ‘faithful and just’ are used and show them the power 

of the gospel that turns ‘faithful and just to judge’ into ‘faithful and just to forgive’!!!! 


