
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

4. The Church at Thyatira – keep your heart with all diligence 

Read Revelation 2:18-29 

 
The Christ is described 

1. Read verse 18. Compare this description of Christ with Daniel 3:8-30. What 
similarities are there? How is the context of Daniel 3 and the witnessing church 
similar? Putting it all together, what are we being told about Christ in verse 18? 
What did Paul discover about Christ when he was persecuting the church in Acts 
9:3-4? 
 
The Church is commended 

2. Read verse 19. What is the church at Thyatira commended for? What does ‘how 
your latter works exceed the first’ mean? Hint: Compare this to the church in 
Ephesus in Revelation 2:5. So what is the main difference between the Ephesian 
church and the ‘Thyatirian’ church? 
 
The Church is condemned 

3. Read 1 Kings 21 in order to understand the reference to Jezebel. Why does Christ 
refer to the woman Jezebel in Revelation 2:20? What does it mean to ‘eat food 
sacrificed to idols’? Discuss why in 21-23a, Jesus warns about judgements that are 
drawn from 1 Kings 21:17-24? What effect should the historical record of God 
keeping His promises about judgement have on the church according to verse 23b? 
 
The Concluding promise 

4. Read verse 24-29. What does Christ promise those who remain faithful witnesses to 
Him? Hint: see 2 Timothy 2:10-13. What (or rather ‘who’) is the ‘bright morning 
star’? 
 

5. Discuss how we are doing at NCC in the light of what Jesus says to the church at 
Thyatira. Where can we improve and obey Jesus more? What are some practical 
ways we can keep our hearts from drifting from loving Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 



Leaders Notes 
1. Daniel 3 tells the historical event where God’s people refused to compromise and were thrown 

into a fiery furnace (something the city of Thyatira was famous for metallurgy.) During the fires 

of persecution Christ walks with His people and is described as ‘one like the Son of God’. All this 

gives the background for understanding John’s description of Jesus in verse 18: Jesus is the One 

who walks with His church through persecution. But also, Christ is the One whom the flames 

can’t touch. He will conquer. Burnished bronze and eyes like a flame of fire are pictures in the 

Bible of judgement. Christ is the One who judges and identifies with His persecuted picture. 

Notice how Jesus says to Paul, ‘Why are you persecuting me?’ This is shows how Christ is with 

His people during persecution. 

2. The church at Thyatira was zealous in their witness for Jesus Christ. We know this because we 

saw that in the letter to the church at Ephesus, ‘love and works’ means faithful witnessing to 

Christ. It seems that the church at Thyatira had not withdrawn from the world as the Ephesian 

church had, but were actively engaged in witness. However, because they were engaged in the 

world they were becoming like the world. The Ephesian church was uncompromised but that 

was because they were not engaged in the world. They had withdrawn and were no longer 

being faithful witnesses to Jesus. This is the balancing act the church needs to get right. We 

need to be in the world but not like the world. Only the Holy Spirit can help us maintain that 

delicate balance and not fall into the two opposite errors. 

3. Like all the pictures in the book of Revelation, this picture is not literalistic. There was probably 

no literal woman called ‘Jezebel’ in the church. Rather, Jezebel stands as a female embodiment 

of false teachers who lure God’s people into loving the world through prosperity and sexual 

immorality – which is what the historical woman Jezebel did to King Ahab. The background to 

‘eating food offered to idols’ is probably the rituals and rites associated with the different guilds 

and in Thyatira, especially the metal workers guild. They would have had a god (probably 

Tyrimnaeus son of Zeus) associated with their guild and if you didn’t participate in the worship 

of that god you couldn’t be part of the guild and you would face financial hardship because of 

your uncompromising stand. Eating food offered to idols simply means compromising our 

beliefs in order to be accepted by the world and allowed to engage in economic activity. The 

reason Jesus specifically uses judgements drawn from 1 Kings 21 is because the judgements 

Elijah gave about Jezebel came true exactly as God warned. The effect of this is to make the 

hearers in the church of Thyatira absolutely sure that God will keep His word of judgement – 

unless they repent! 

4. In essence Christ promises that we will reign with Him when He conquers. Everything He earns, 

we will get – not because we deserve it but because He deserves it and wins it on our behalf. If 

there is time in the Growth Group, read Psalm 2 to see where all this language comes from. 2 

Timothy 2 is a wonderful encouragement to remain steadfast and continue witnessing because 

of the promise that we will reign with Him. The ‘morning star’ is Jesus Christ Himself according 

to Revelation 22:16. Jesus promises Himself to us if we remain steadfast. 

5. Up to the Growth Group. 


