
 

 
Are we nearly there yet? 

 
1. What is one thing that you hope for that gets you through a tough week, month or year? 
Why does that hope help you get through the tough times? 
 
Read Romans 8:18 
2. Paul says that there is a glorious future coming for us that is incomparable to anything we 
will experience in this life. Why is this so important to understand in light of our suffering? 
 
Read verse 19-22 
3. Paul says creation is suffering (See Genesis 3:16-24). How does that affect us now? What 
hope does Paul give us? 
 
Read verse 23.   
4. Paul says that Christians will specifically suffer as we wait for Glory. What are some ways 
that we suffer as Christians? (Think also to last week. How we suffer as we kill sin?) 
 
Read verses 23-25  
5. What is our hope accompanied by at the end of verse 25? Why is this something that only 
Christians have in this world? 
 
Read verses 26-27 
6. List the ways the Spirit helps us? How should that encourage us in light of our suffering?  
 
Read verses 28-30 
7. We know that the Spirit intercedes according to the will of God. What do we read in these 
verses that makes God’s will so appealing to us? How can we know that all of this will come 
about in the end? 
 
8. As a group, encourage each other with ways that you can renew your hope of glory 
individually and collectively.  
Share why it’s helpful to view your suffering in light of the Spirits activity in your life and 
God’s ultimate plan.   
 

 

 

 



 

Leaders Notes 
 

1. We simply want to get in the mindset of looking forward to something and how that hope 
gets you through difficulty even though you don’t have it yet. Any examples, Christian life or 
everyday events. 

2. We tend to focus on immediate life and forget that there is something infinitely better to 
come. Like our examples given above, future glory makes suffering in this life seems 
insignificant.  
 
3.What are the effects of sin that we see all around us today? (Shouldn’t be hard to think of 
in the year 2020) 
Our Hope is that creation “will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God.” When we are glorified with Christ, creation will 
be freed into our glory and it too will be made new.  
 
4. Again, 2020 has produced plenty of examples of a sinful world and how that affects us. 
But we (Christians) also have a taste (Firstfruits) of what is to come and because of that we 
groan while we wait for it to all be fully realised. 
Last week we saw that we even suffer as we kill our sin. 
 
 
5. Patience (Positive endurance) - The idea of a soldier who in the thick of battle is not 
dismayed but fights on whatever the struggle. 
Everyone else hopes for what they see. Even if a non-believer is hoping for something they 
don’t yet have, they’ve seen examples or they have an idea of what they want. As a result, 
there is no real hope and therefore no real patience to endure in this life. 
However, we hope for a future far more glorious than anything imagined in this life and the 
anticipation of this future is accompanied by patience to endure even suffer. 
 
6. Look at the relationship between us, the Spirit and the Father.  
Ultimately we should be encouraged that the motivation of the Spirit is that God’s will be 
done in us but how do we respond to that? Are we comforted, at peace, encouraged to also 
ask that God’s will be done in our suffering?  
 
 
7. For those who love God, all things work together for Good. God’s good for us is that we 
will be conformed to the likeness of Jesus. 
Look at the progression of what GOD has done in verse 30. He has set our glorious future in 
place before we even knew that is was his plan to call us and justify us by His finished work 
of Jesus on the cross. 

 
 


