
 
 

LUKE 2:8-21 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Watch the Coles Christmas Ad again.   
You can find it at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1C0fb0raRA&ab_channel=DDBAustralia 
 
How does that ad make you feel? 
What are the emotions it evokes? 
Is there something that you long for in it? 
 
The Coles slogan for their ad is “Here’s to the joy we’ve all been waiting for.” 
Yet there is something missing there – Jesus! 
This is a case of the world having joy without Jesus 
 
BIBLE  
 
Read through Luke 2:8-21 
 
The shepherds are told not to fear, but are given news of “great joy that will be for all the 
people”.  The people of God at this time are being ruled by their enemies.   And the promise is 
that in the town of their great king’s birth (King David) a Saviour is being born.  David had 
defeated God’s enemies in battle.  Now the promise again was of a king who would rescue 
them. And this is described as a message of joy. 

1. Joy is something intrinsic to the Bible.  easure is not something that God frowns upon, 
but which God creates. We can see this from the beginning of the Bible  
Read Genesis 2:9-12.  How does the created order sound to you?   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1C0fb0raRA&ab_channel=DDBAustralia


How would you respond -seeing these verses - to someone who said that God was a 
kill-joy? 
 

2. A key verse about joy in the Bible is Psalm 16:11. Have a read of this verse. In the 
sermon, Steve mentioned that John Piper comments that most people would settle for 
80 per cent joy for 80 years, but with God we get 100 per cent joy and pleasure forever. 
 
Does this challenge our view of God? 
Does this challenge our view of what the point of being Christian is?  It would seem 
that the pursuit of joy – that is rightly directed – is a good thing. 
 

3.  Where do you think the human pursuit of joy goes astray?  What does it mean to 
pursue joy in created things and not in the Creator?  Have a look at Romans 1:24-25.  
What is the primary problem that humans have?   

 
4. CS Lewis claims that we do not set too high a bar for joy, but too low a bar.  He states: 

 
“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-

hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered 
us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot 
imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” 

 
What are the problems with setting the bar too low when it comes to joy? 
How easy is it for us to do this? 
How does belonging to the people of God and gathering with them around His Word  
re-set us if our “joy radar” goes astray? 

 
5. Because the bar for joy is set low, it would seem that most West Aussies get along 

pretty well when it comes to joy.  They don’t seem to have any real lack (at least not 
on the surface), that is driving them to find joy in the Creator of joy rather than the 
created things. 
 
What would you say to someone who says that their live is fine without God and that 
they are happy enough as it is?  How would you use “joy” to show that we are in fact 
destined for another world? 
 
How would you explain to them that the joy that comes through Jesus is not dependent 
on us to maintain or manufacture, and that is what makes it possible to be joyful in 
difficult times? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discuss 
How do we maintain our joy in Jesus rather than allow ourselves to be fully satisfied by the 
very joyful experiences we see in the likes of the Coles ad?  How does a passage such as 
1Peter1:3-9 help us recalibrate joy, even in the midst of trials? 
 
 
Pray 
In the lead up to Christmas, who do you want to pray for who seemingly finds the source of 
their satisfaction and joy in the gifts that the Givers gives, rather than the Giver himself?  Pray 
for them together as a group. 

 
 
 


