
 

 

 

 
Bad Together 

 

 

CONTEXT – Where does it fit? 
 

1. Read Genesis 11:1-9.  We are early in the Bible story at this point.  In your own words (as a group!) describe 

the story thus far. 
2. There are other ancient stories about the flood (Genesis 6-9) in other religious traditions, and there are 

other religious traditions who value Abraham (Genesis 12).  But there is no other account of Babel.  What 

does it add to the story in Genesis so far? 
 

OBSERVATION – How is it communicated?  
 

3. Gen10 is a BIG story of how the world gets populated.  Genesis 11:1-9 is a “small” story. What sense does 

the small story make of the big one? The Bible is not just interested in big sweeping narratives, but small 

details too. 

 
4. Conversations take up a large part of the story, conversations between two sets of people. There is dialogue 

going on, but neither group speaks to the other. How does this communication – or lack of it – add to the 

story? 

 

MEANING – What does it mean?  
 

5. What does it mean to make a name for oneself? Compare it to Genesis 12:1-3 

 

6. What does a tower reaching to the heavens signify about human endeavours?   

 

7. God seems concerned that humans will be to achieve anything they want to do if they are not limited.  

The Bible present humans as being powerful enough to do what they want.  Why is God limiting human 

power?  What is at the root of the problem?  

 

APPLICATION – How does it change us?  
 

8. How might we construct our lives to make a name for ourselves and give ourselves praise? 

 



 

 

9. What might God do today to limit our human power? 

 

10. How does pride and fear work itself out in us? 

 

11. What difference to our week does it make to know that the goal of our lives is to glorify God and live our 

complete lives confident in Him, rather than ourselves? How might that work out in your 

work/family/study/friendship group?  

 

12. How might we at NCC live in such a way as to glorify God’s name and not ours?  What signs might there 

be that we have gotten it the wrong way around? 

 

 


