
 

 

 

 
Forever Together 

 

 

 
For this week’s growth group the primary focus will be discussing and praying with your group the application 

points of the sermon on Sunday. 

 

The passages that were used for the sermon were:   

 

 Revelation 21:1-8 

 Revelation 22:1-5 

 

Have a read of these again.  The key verses that was the focus of the sermon were: 

 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 
was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. (Rev 21:1-5) 
 

The sermon’s applications were around the issue of church, and how we can “idealise” church and not realise that 

we live between this age and the age to come as Christians.  This age is a time in which, while we are even now 

new creations in Christ (2 Cor 5:17), but we do not yet live in the new creation heaven and earth that we read of 

in the book of Revelation.  

 

But we can also “demonise” church in the sense that we so focus on the problems we see in the church, and the 

failings of church history, that we fail to see that in God’s eyes the church is the amazing body of Christ, comprising 

of those who have been redeemed by His Son, and who are a holy nation of priests called to declare God’s praises 

for his salvation (1Peter 2:9-10). 

 

Some of the application questions to ask in your groups: 

 

1. What is your tendency, to idealise the church or to demonise it? 

2. What can the church community at NCC do better? 



 

 

3. What is the church community at NCC doing well already? 

4. What are the realities of this fallen age that we need to remember when we see faults in the church? 

5. What are the hopes we have for the people of God in the church when we see the picture of the church in 

Revelation 21:2? 

6. How does it change your mindset knowing that we live as fallen, yet saved people in a fallen and broken 

world, and yet are called to live in the light of the glorious future that God has for us? 

7. What would you say to a non-Christian friend who said that they didn’t mind Jesus, but didn’t like the 

church? 

 

 

Prayer: 

 

Pray for us as a church as we go through times of change. 

Pray that we would serve among God’s people and exhibit the unity that the Bible speaks about. 

Ask God to help us explore ways that we can serve one another and bear one another’s burdens. 

Ask God to change our heart attitudes towards those of our brothers and sisters in Christ whom we may not 

particularly get along with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


